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Abstract. This study aims to identify social phenomena, social relations, social values, and literary 

works in the environment, namely social problems that arise from the depiction of characters and 

conditions in the film. Since this social problem was related to British culture and customs, a new 

theory of the problem was needed. Therefore, this study uses structuralist theory and a sociological 

approach as data analysis and uses qualitative methods. The starting point of the researcher's analysis 

is the film Pet Sematary, they get it because it clearly explains that social problems such as the nature 

of human life that is accepted as part of indigenous peoples, namely differences in social status, 

happiness is also different and we need to strive to achieve this happiness. This study finds that the 

sociological analysis of literature can reveal social problems, which in the film can reveal social 

phenomena, social relations, and social values. Therefore, the author hopes to provide broader 

insights to other authors and readers about social issues in literary sociology of literature and 

semiotics of analysis. 
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Introduction 

 Pet Sematary is a film adaptation of Stephen King's second 1983 novel of the same name 

and title ecranization Damono (2009). The film is directed by Kevin Kolsch and Dennis Widmyer 

and written by Jeff Buhler from a screen story by Matt Greenberg released in 2019 by Paramount 

Pictures. American supernatural horror genre film about animals. Pet Sematary film begins with a 

family moving to a village called Ludlow, a beautiful and comfortable village to live in, the house 

that the family lives in is very large and far from residential areas or maybe you could say the house 

is on the edge of the highway. But when the family arrived at the house that was going to live in it, 

there was a container car that was traveling very fast, the family panicked and had a feeling that 

something bad was going to happen, and the next day they continued their activities and soon they 

saw several people wearing masks. It was strange for a funeral procession, meanwhile Ellie, the 

daughter of Doctor Louis and Rachel, was curious to go to the funeral even though she had been 

warned not to go but Ellie still wanted to go to the funeral. Ellie was surprised herself that she found 

animal graves, she felt like someone was calling her to walk over the piles of wood, long story short 

with Ellie seeing a mysterious pet graveyard Ellie's curiosity about why pets could die increased 

become. 

At that time, Jud and Louis came to the sacred animal grave to bury Church and Louis was 

just about to dig a place where Jud himself was like getting a whisper calling from a place protected 

by a pile of agar wood or bars from a forbidden area. In order to invite Louis to bury the Church in 

the place behind the logs of the pile of wood, to pass through the area they had to climb the cross of 

the pile of wood. After they managed to climb the wooden crossbar, they had to go back a long way 

to get somewhere and even have to climb stairs to get to where Jud was going. Shortly thereafter 

Jud told Louis to bury the dead cat in the place and make a pyramid with small stones. In the morning, 

by agreement Rachel and Louis will tell Ellie false news about Church that Church is not dead but 

has run away from home. However, Ellie's reaction surprised Louis, according to Ellie Church did 

not run away because last night Church was in his room and in the cupboard. Louis was shocked 

and went to Jud to ask for an explanation from him and Jud also explained that the cemetery was a 

sacred land that existed long before humans discovered it. When he returned home, his pet cat, 

Church, came back to life but it turned out to be not the cat he used to be but a savage and evil cat, 

even Ellie didn't want to sleep with her cat anymore, a lot of her behavior made Louis to decide to 

throw the cat on a highway with lots of trucks. passing containers. 

Sociology of literary work is the study of sociology of literature which examines literary 

work in relation to social problems that exist in society. This literary sociology began from Plato's 

mimesis theory, which considers literature as an imitation of reality Wiyatmi (2013). The main 
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problem of literary sociology is the literary itself as a creative activity with different characteristics 

Ratna (2003). Sociology and literature, therefore, share the same issues. The novel, as one of the 

major genres in literature, can be regarded as an effort to recreate the social world; relations between 

human beings and their family, environment, politics, state and others. Their distinction: while 

sociology makes an objective analysis of society, literature penetrates into the surface of social 

structure and expresses human beings’ ways of comprehending their society with their feeling. 

The theory used in this study is marxism which will discuss a class contained in the film, 

according to Kristeva (2011) the theory of marxism is a theory initiated by Karl Marx with the aim 

of criticizing an exploitative action of the bourgeois and plorelatate classes. on capitalism. The 

researcher also uses the sociology of literature approach, the researcher assumes that the sociology 

of literature approach is also incorporated in the Marxist theory as the same thing that the researcher 

will discuss in this final project. There is also Ferdinand de Saussure's theory which examines 

reading skills with symbols or signs, Saussure's structuralism explains that human nature is a free 

being and apart from rules. Therefore, the author wants to combine these two theories in an analysis 

in this film. 

As a cultural product and medium, film could be viewed as an important medium for 

meaningmaking. Cinema and film are embedded within culture and therefore a complex and 

interesting relationship exists between film, culture, ideology and the audience. Film is regarded as 

art that is pervasive and powerful, while film stars are often seen as ‘cultural icons’.This form of art 

is further described as creative and hybrid embedded in a matrix that move between ‘realism’ and 

‘fantasy’; ‘art’ and ‘entertainment’. 

The purpose of this study is to uncover a hidden message behind a work by Stephen King 

that underlies the theories. 

 

Method 

 According to (Saryono, 2010), the qualitative method is a research that can be used to 

examine and describe and explain a quality or feature that cannot be explained and described through 

a quantitative approach. 

 The essence of qualitative research is to observe the social conditions of humans in the 

environment that adapts to them, to understand their language and interpretation of an interaction 

with people who try to understand or explore their point of view to obtain the necessary information 

or data. 

 Moeloeng (2005) said that this qualitative descriptive approach is a research in which the 

data are in the form of words or pictures. The data can be obtained through the results of notes, 

memos, or other documentation. 

 This study will describe the existence of an event in society that is considered a social 

deviation with a qualitative descriptive approach. This qualitative descriptive approach aims to 

examine and clarify the existence of a phenomenon that usually occurs in society.  

 In a data collection technique in qualitative methods there are several ways such as 

interviews, observations, and or documentation. In this study using observation data collection 

techniques. Observation or observation itself is an activity of a process or object with the intention 

of understanding the knowledge of a phenomenon based on previously known knowledge or ideas. 

 This study uses a film as an observation to find data, collect the data. To collect data from 

these observations the researchers used the following steps ; 

1. Looking for observations (a film) 

2. Watching the 2019 Pet Sematary movie over and over 

3. Collect a quote or data needed by the researcher. 

4. Summarizing the results of research on a social condition of the community. 

 

Result and Discussion 

Film Structure 

Theme 

 The theme in the film "Pet Sematary" is about the main role who has a selfishness to make 

what he wants to happen. This is seen very badly because the main character can be said to be not 

sincere with what is happening in his life so that he grudgingly does whatever it takes to realize his 

selfishness. 

Plot 
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The plot is divided into five stages, namely the exposition stage, the rising action stage, the 

climax, the descending action, and the completion. The plot contained in the film "Pet Sematary" is 

a mixed plot where the story is reloaded from the 1989 film Pet Sematary, this story begins with an 

introduction, a story in the past, and ends with a twisting plot. 

 

Background 

Setting is a place or location of events from the events of the film itself, in the film's story 

the setting is at Creed's house, Jud's house, graveyard, hospital, airport, and Rachel's family home 

in California 

 

Mandate 

The picture in a family itself is very concerned, if there is a problem it can be resolved amicably 

without any selfishness. The method of socialization can also affect the household, there is no need 

to follow the advice of neighbors unless the advice is good and useful for the future. The children 

themselves also need to be taught in good manners by their parents, which should not be 

presumptuous to approach forbidden places or look at other people's personal belongings. Time can 

also be made in various lessons such as what should happen we must be sincere to accept it. 

 

The Upper Class 

In the table above, the author explains that there are several groups that are in the upper 

class, seen from the point of view of the residence indicated at the beginning of the scene, the 

residence is very large and majestic, the wall building is red, and has a very wide yard that is close 

to the wilderness area where it is located. Nearby is a mysterious cemetery. Not only that, the author 

confirms that from the author's point of view, which states that the profession of the head of the 

family, namely being a doctor, also shows that they belong to the upper class group, from the other 

side it is also seen when celebrating Ellie's birthday party which is very lively, most likely not only 

from the upper class who can celebrate a birthday party, the middle class can actually but in the 

middle class usually think twice about celebrating a birthday party. The table above also shows a 

scene where the Creed family celebrates dinner as well as an introduction to their new neighbor, 

Judson Crandall. Meanwhile Ellie was showing her ballet dance to Jud and his family members 

during dinner. 

The social conditions shown in the table above are also very striking with the upper class 

group, the author reveals several scenes that prove that this is included in the upper class group in 

the table. The reason is that there are several scenes that are similar to the analysis of the middle 

class, but the author must be able to sort out correctly that the table above is in the upper class group. 

 

The Middle Class 

The table above shows some scenes that belong to the middle class group, the author also 

confirms that it deserves to be called middle class which in the scene shows where Jud has a simple 

personality and no one can have it. These scenes enter into racial stratification and religious 

stratification, in the belief of religious stratification showing a selfish Louise will revive a dead 

creature and in terms of racial stratification is very thick and very striking from the table above 

which when Ellie's burial is very fixated with culture and ethnic race of the Ludlow people. There 

is a myth about the Wendigo in the local tribe in the film which is told not only about the bonfire, 

the local community also believes and feels very afraid of the Wendigo myth. 

 

The Lower Class 

The table above tells that the lower class grouping is also found in the film, from the 

analysis of the film itself it describes the social situation in terms of clothing and culture. The clothes 

worn by the nation or tribe are very ordinary clothes but look shabby. The author emphasizes the 

existence of cultural stratification in this scene when they adhere to ancestral beliefs that make them 

belong to the lower class in this film, as we know the table also mentions myths circulating in 

northern society. Myths that make legends from generation to generation, here the author will focus 

more on the study of sociology of literature and social stratification. 

 The lower class stages mentioned in the table above also explain when an Ellie and Norma 

who became one figure again embraced the lower class community which could be said that they 

also participated in the sect. Table number one also explains that many people in Ludlow City still 

believe in the existence of previous myths. The myth circulating in the local community is that there 
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are Wendigo followers who have cursed the land in one of the areas in the north, table number 1 is 

the key to all the keys that can be proven that it belongs to the lower class when a main role is to 

find out about the city. where he lived so that he found a tribe that could be said to be part of the 

lower class. The oppression that occurs in this lower class is evident in table number 2 when living 

beings who die are buried in a sacred and cursed grave so that when the living things come back to 

life they will become demonic figures like the legend of the Wendigo, therefore the tribe is highly 

respected. alienate from the crowds of today's society. Not many people know about the tribe, but 

the tribe is also considered a myth from various circles of the local community. 

 The social conditions of the Pet Sematary film can be said that the upper class can feel a 

life haunted by fear of the cause of a death which must be buried in one sphere in a mysterious land 

with other living beings and ends when they come back to life. all will be very evil figures, if viewed 

from the point of view of the upper class life it can be said that the life of the upper class is very 

comfortable in the sufficiency they have and a profession that is very high enough for the upper 

class society but a trauma that is possessed by the main role can be a scourge for him. 

 

Meaning of Social Relations 

  The story line is related to a context of social relations or sociology in literature which is 

meant and can be observed through interactions between the actors of the film Pet Sematary, these 

interactions can represent various types and forms of social relations both within the environment, 

family, and relatives. In the middle of the film, there is a scene that shows concern for family, 

relatives and the environment among them. This can also be seen from the presence of Jud who 

helps in any condition by the Creed Family, as well as with siblings seen when Ellie's birthday and 

Halloween parties are seen there who join in to enliven it, and social conditions in the family can 

also be seen when Ellie loses her cat, which makes His whole family comforted him.  

 

Semiotics Analysis 

Sign of the Cross 

 Once upon a time, the cross symbol was often symbolized as a symbol of Christians, 

Christians considered the cross symbol itself as something else or a sign of their faith. According to 

Archaya S (199) in his book entitled The Christ Conspiracy symbols symbol has an unchanging 

meaning or significance before experiencing interpretation from other cultures, the cross sign itself 

is also interpreted as a symbol in Christian graves when they die. In this analysis, it shows a cross 

mark along with a mask on it, which indicates that there is a grave where the grave is the grave of 

an animal whose owner there is a majority of Christians who believe in the myths circulating on the 

land. There are several things that really make the audience interested here, there are many signs 

that are very foreign and make the audience more curious, there is a sign of a cross on which there 

is an animal mask, it can be said that it is a funeral that does not have the identity of the name and 

date of death because in the film a cursed land made to bury all living things, the sign of the cross is 

usually a symbol of Christians, the sign of the cross and the mask there indicates that a form of wood 

that forms the sign of the cross and like an animal skin made will become a mask, the sign itself also 

shows that it is a sign of the graves of living creatures, the majority of which are animals that are 

buried in the soil. 

 

Spiral Circle Symbol 

 The circle has the meaning of eternity or protecting, the shape of the circle itself is a point 

in a certain plane. The circle has no beginning or ending. The circle has free movement, while the 

spiral has the meaning of fertility, birth, death, or transformation. Spiral is a cycle of life or time, 

spiral can also be regarded as a symbol of belief in each tribe or mystical. This scene shows a 

semiotic analysis where a spiral circle sign appears, meaning that the environment was once 

explored by a tribe who believed in the Wendigo myth, at that time there was a land that was cursed 

by the Wendigo figure to become sour and sour soil. wicked. The engraving of the spiral circle 

symbol was made before they left the place, they left the place because they knew the attraction of 

the earth was very strong and the force on the ground. 

 

 

 

Mask 
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 A mask is a face covering which is usually made of paper or wood, the mask itself gives a 

bulge or evokes emotion during an ongoing ritual. The mask has the meaning of religious obedience 

to every human being. In this scene it shows that there are several people who wear a mask to cover 

their face, in this scene it can prove the existence of a semiotic analysis that when the tribe wears a 

mask for a funeral procession this is a custom of the tribe which they adhere to and believe in. myths. 

In this scene also shows that there are several people wearing masks for a funeral procession, the 

author argues that the tribes in the film wear masks to hide their true identity. Ironically, the tribe 

carried out the procession for the funeral of an animal they loved and wanted to come back to life, 

but how unfortunate that the animal when it was buried in the ground was so unexpected it was a 

belief of the tribe for the sake of the animal it loved. The symbol of the mask itself is a face covering, 

the sign of the mask is just an animal skin that is shaped and coated with paint to become a face 

shape, and the sign of the mask itself is only a picture of a person through the expression of the mask 

itself. 

 

Conclusion 

 Based on the analysis that has been made in the film Pet Sematary, the author can conclude 

that in the film there are sections of community grouping or social layer conditions according to 

their circumstances. The conditions in the lower class in the film can be said to be homeless or those 

who usually live on the move and usually leave their mark in symbols. They often use a mask for a 

procession that has become hereditary in the tribe. They also don't have proper clothes or can be said 

that's all that makes the author assume that the tribe belongs to the lower class. 

 The author justifies the existence of the middle class when he started having a decent place 

to live, the simple and unique conditions usually in this middle class group are better and more 

located than the condition of the layers in the tribe. Generally in the middle class this is more open 

to show a simple profession. Someone looks to have pieces of wood in his yard to make personal 

furniture, and also in terms of his neat and simple clothes. 

 the author the lower class is also not worthy of socializing because in the film the lower 

class is a life that is not very unusual for the local community where they still believe in a legend, it 

is also very afraid of something undesirable happens when the lower classes in a tribe are united by 

the upper and middle classes. 
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